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Cordova: High temperature of 56F
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Juneau: First measurable snow
of the season falls November 29,
3 |atest on record.

Ketchikan: 9.46" rain on
September 27 and 28. This is
the 3" greatest 2-day rainfall on
record for September.

The lack of snowfall and persistently mild temperatures across much

of mainland Alaska, south of the Brooks Range, in late October and
November, accompanied with insufficient snow cover for snow machine
use and thin and discontinuous river ice, greatly hampered travel and
subsistence activities in many rural areas. Parts of the Kuskokwim River
experienced an “autumn break up” as thawing temperatures and rain
caused newly formed river ice to move and form local jams. While there
was no significant flooding, it made travel on the river unsafe and has
the potential to increase the risk of ice jam flooding next spring.

The mild weather and a lack of snow also impacted the rail belt. Both
Hilltop Ski Area in Anchorage and Alyeska in Girdwood were unable

to open for Thanksgiving, probably for the first time since 2002. Icy
driving conditions, while not as severe or as long lasting as 2013, were
occasionally a problem. In Southcentral, the icy conditions were due to
light freezing rain. In the Interior, the icy roads were from frost buildup
on frozen pavement during the mild weather in November.

Contacts: James Partain (james.partain@noaa.gov)

Rick Thoman (richard.thoman@noaa.gov)

There were no major Bering Sea storms this autumn, but Southeast
Alaska was buffeted by several strong storms. One storm brought wind
gusts to 62 mph on the evening of October 2 at Craig, bringing down
some trees and damaging the roofs of at least two residences. The
same storm drenched Haines with four inches of rain between the third
and fifth, causing a mudslide that completely blocked an area road. On
November 5, a fast-moving, rapidly strengthening storm brought locally
strong winds to central and southern Southeast. The Ketchikan area
was hardest hit, with winds gusting over 70mph. Downed trees blocked
the North Tongaas highway for two hours. The strong winds produced
blowing spray that shorted out power lines, causing electrical outages
that took up to six hours to restore.

While much of Alaska was dry this autumn, Kodiak had several days of
heavy rain in mid-November, with more than six inches falling between
the 9th and 12th, which caused several mudslides in the area that
temporarily closed roads. Precipitation was also above normal on the
North Slope, and snow cover was established early in October, allowing
for cross-tundra travel to start on schedule.
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Regional Highlight - Temperatures Significantly Above Norma

Temperature and Precipitation Anomalies

Alaska Statewide Temperature Anomalies Alaska Statewide Precipitation Anomalies
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Regional Outlook for January—March 20 Alaska Region Partners

Alaska Center for Climate Assessment and Policy
www.accap.uaf.edu

Alaska Climate Research Center
http://climate.gi.alaska.edu/

Alaska Climate Science Center
http://www.doi.gov/csc/alaska/index.cfmg

Cryosphere Today (University of lllinois),
http://arctic.atmos.uiuc.edu/cryosphere/

NOAA/NWS Weather Forecast Offices in Fairbanks,
Anchorage and Juneau

NOAA/NESDIS/NCDC
www.ncdc.noaa.gov

The outlook for late winter from NOAA’s Climate Prediction Center calls for enhanced chances Scenarios Network for Alaska and Arctic Planning
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